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Mrs. Loveit Is a schemer well able to look after herself.
Deliberate exclusion of sentiment allows the situations
to be purely humorous.

Sir Fopllng Flutter, ancestor of a long line, Is a
gorgeous creation. He has picked up French fashions
and is forever displaying his polite accomplishments.
The Irresponsible Etherege does not disapprove of
him. He does not allow him to be discomfited or turn
him by exaggeration Into a low-comedy figure. Sir
Fopllng is as much a source of pleasure to himself as to
the spectators. Nobody quite like him could ever
have existed and Btherege's work is not realistic, except in
its faithful observation of externals. He was no thinker
and no moralist. He saw life as an appearance and
reproduced Its outward aspect. His play was a careful
picture of an artificial conception of life, painted without
serious purpose but with Immense artistry.

William Wycherley (1640-1716) Is a much greater
and more complex writer. Etherege was content to
take life as he found it. Wycherley viewed It satirically.
His own existence was not a happy one. His clandestine
marriage with the Countess of Drogheda displeased the
king and his wife proved so jealous* despite the ration-
alistic theories of the time, that she only allowed him to go
to the tavern opposite their house, provided that he sat
by an open window so that she could keep an eye on
Mm, Later he spent seven years In the Fleet Prison
as a debtor, only being released when the usually stingy
James II. somewhat surprisingly paid off his creditors.
Finally, on his death-bed he married a young woman
and used her marriage portion to set up a young couple
to whom he had taken a liking.

Wycherley's first plays. Love in a Wood In which
Pepys' friend Mrs. Knipp appeared as Lady Flippant,
and The Gentleman Dancing Master, the plot of which
was taken from Calderon, are only remarkable for the
brilliant dialogue. Very different Is The Plain Dealer,